
   

  

     

     

  

Bushfire Recovery - sharing our experiences 

Recovery... "the restoring or improving of livelihoods and health, as well as economic, physical, 
social, cultural and environmental assets, systems and activities, of a disaster-affected 
community or society, aligning with the principles of sustainable development and 'build back 
better', to avoid or reduce future disaster risk."  -  United Nations International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction, 2017 

With much of the focus on community recovery following the bushfires around Australia, it is 
timely to remember that recovery can actually take much longer than many of us anticipate.  Our 
expectations in relation to time frames can often be reinforced by the media or politicians making 
ambitious promises about the speed at which recovery will progress. 

Recently the engagement team at SA Power Networks had the opportunity to hear from other 
engagement professionals across Australia who shared their experiences and responses to 
natural disasters including the recent bushfires.  Thanks to Bang the Table for hosting this 
webinar and bringing such a diverse range of people together to share their learnings. 

One of the wonderful insights was from Anne Leadbetter - a resident of Kinglake Victoria and a 
survivor of the 2009 Black Saturday Bushfires. Anne has been working with communities across 
Australia and across the world to help them recover from natural disasters and recently shared 
her insights with the Bega Valley Shire Council, particularly around the stages of recovery that are 
illustrated below as well as discussed in the interview.   

Australian Disaster Resilience Handbook Collection, Community Recovery, 2018  
(Source: Adapted Cohen and Ahearn 1980 and Dewolfe 2000)   
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SA Power Networks is still assisting in the recovery and rebuilding efforts on Kangaroo Island and 
in the Adelaide Hills in a number of ways.  While we have done much to restore power to 
customers in the areas impacted by the fires, over 1300 kilometres of line assets are located 
inside the two fire zones and our work in these areas will continue as people continue to repair 
and start to rebuild their homes.  We are working with other utilities and agencies to try to make 
this process as smooth as possible for our customers.  We are also talking to the Regulator about 
the longer-term consequences of the fires - including the potential for further bushfire risk 
mitigation work on our network, and implications for our bushfire-related insurance. 

Like many other people and organisations who have been moved by the significant impact of the 
fires, our workforce rallied together to raise money for affected South Australians. Donations from 
our people were dollar matched by SA Power Networks, raising more than $75,000 which has 
been donated to the State Emergency Relief Fund - to be distributed to South Australians 
impacted by the fires. Our Employee Foundation has also donated $10,000 to the Breakthrough 
Foundation to fund training of Mental Health First Aid Officers located in communities impacted by 
the fires, so they can identify the often delayed trauma, stress or anxiety associated with such 
events. Nature Foundation SA also received a donation of $10,000 to fund its Wildlife Restoration 
Fund, working with local farmers, Parks and Wildlife personnel and local councils in replanting 
habitats for native animals who lost their homes and food sources in the fires.   

The people of SA Power Networks will continue to support South Australia’s impacted 
communities in any way we can. 

Empowering South Australia 

  

At SA Power Networks we have been doing a lot of thinking about our evolving role as an 
essential service provider in South Australia, and about the future challenges and opportunities in 
enabling South Australia's energy transition.  

We found some answers by talking to our people. We talked about what we do, how we do it and 
importantly, why we do it. Effectively we asked what makes them proud to work for SA Power 
Networks.  
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The answer was almost universal. As an essential service provider, we take pride in the fact we 
are helping grow the social and economic wellbeing of our State. We do this by working to 
support our State’s energy transition and through our community involvement via our 
sponsorships and our Employee Foundation, which is directly helping those in need.  

We make a difference and that’s led us to believe we have a simple but powerful purpose – 
Empowering South Australia.  That passion is reflected in this empowering video made by and for 
our people.  We hope you like it. 

Introducing Mark Henley - Customer advocate on our 
Customer Consultative Panel 

Mark is a vulnerable customer advocate on our recently-refreshed 
Customer Consultative Panel, which meets quarterly to ensure customer views are integrated in 
decision-making in our business. Mark has 45 years of experience actively working with 
community groups in South Australia across a diversity of cultures, interests and incomes.  

Mark is currently employed at Uniting Communities, a major community service provider in South 
Australia and is well respected in the community and not-for-profit sector. Mark has a passion for 
social inclusion, a good understanding of the energy regulatory environment and a keen interest 
in energy innovation.   

Have a question for Mark?  Feel free to send your thoughts/questions to:  CCP Feedback. 

Energy System Resilience Workshop 

On Monday 6 April, we will be attending an Energy System Resilience Workshop in Sydney, 
hosted by Total Environment Centre, Energy Networks Australia and the Australian National 
University.  The interactive workshop will focus on climate change resilience in the electricity 
system - a particularly timely topic given the recent bushfires around the nation.  A potential range 
of responses will be explored including: 

• de-energising power lines at risk 
• stand alone and islandable power systems 

• undergrounding power lines 
• stand alone and islandable microgrids. 

You can read more about the workshop here. 

International Women’s Day - Finding Common 
Ground 
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In celebrating International Women's Day on Sunday 8 March, members of the Adelaide United 
Women's squad met with some SA Power Networks employees to talk about gender, challenges 
and teamwork in their chosen career fields. A video, produced by Flinders University student film 
maker Laura Chigwidden, was shown at a Women in Business breakfast we recently hosted. A 
panel discussion further highlighting the similarities between sport and business, along with the 
power of collaboration, was also part of the event. 

 

  

Introducing Charlie the Chatbot 

An automated chatbot service is now available on the SA Power Networks website to provide 
customers with an additional way to help quickly and easily locate the information they are 
seeking. 
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Since being installed on the website earlier this month, Charlie the Chatbot has been continuously 
reviewed in order to ensure it is responsive to what customers want. 

Charlie the Chatbot has his training wheels on for the next six months.  If you'd like to give Charlie 
the Chatbot a go and provide any feedback, please visit our website. 

 

If you have any questions about this newsletter or want to provide additional feedback, please 
email us on talkingpower@sapowernetworks.com.au and we will contact you. Click to view the full 

grievance policy.  

Kind regards,  

The Stakeholder Engagement Team 
 

     

     

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__emails.engagementhq.com_ls_click-3Fupn-3DBtL6lsHYvyMss-2D2FLES88SXTh-2D2FMYKTBPfPGXZQP6x3-2D2FHJ4fFkl04NqzsV8A7e8VhQHpSug2hwcvK7-2D2FFMSJafv5DVFgGWc1-2D2FCqeD-2D2BZA2vriKBPZHZAe-2D2F5woxZUivmWn48VS9M7dZiphQ1IveqzUX50wzu9AnxN1su-2D2F4NZQHHSTkYWD9ka1tf-2D2FQ0PLDvfuQx5rRFMq4NyBgKn0asapBpm5uc5slkNecw35tYKxtvoyg6EMxdGrJS-2D2BGuW7eOePjoXxty-2D2FgPK7-5FVdzTht8YAi698vJgaNLalLTXzgbymE0MQe0EPytzlMKlXRyQPlCtjgX2So6MxAxtK-2D2F2SVkoxwd9PxiPbuDTFIcXoF18gIkEpQwcuqZfyRdcLmNKlEJmKVEhCw9GH0zGVoGco6Q1SVPSVbHsjYGFX26SdLvfZT5EqgRA3tmXPxFzN7w6OjoOib8TwqynA7ZGwkMkV8ijx-2D2FTApwGjeNN6v-2D2BwbrWk1AnwL9v9gzoo5WqduFbt3v2oHrdl39oaUEDDqrs8YkhWNM-2D2BT-2D2FIYh1LDVmSH07vGpTJUSexluABB-2D2B5G-2D2FKOIrlk78suc6-2D2B-2D2F5ZVwu7npf&d=DwMFaQ&c=t5orwco8fOQDtHiseQvoFbclxkpRnkTydeMH1C7v8Dw&r=AzN7mv7xZO1TeecBpFrhKJzM-qq2FMKwG5oFtCZ8kLMhlbT0pZac1E_9fDWDX7Ls&m=Uk__pOoGcZEQlLee0DkkpWKmOKi74KS-yw5O_Jv3w9s&s=a-0x9mqB4zs0U8T69mgHFoHzNtae7W2UhczkYeBcdfg&e=
mailto:talkingpower@sapowernetworks.com.au
http://emails.engagementhq.com/ls/click?upn=9vcdD193qA8wVAWAMcxkDRkNfZaoEtI14HgO0xilZ1G8MoLEBKhElwol6ZOX2RVwu8S3GSbZTUNYi3NGK0Rbx7PEOXKFp-2BBGZjKhyhOssRLdFset4bbqZLXavNU37MMWr2aRzGj0SqpOm6MPZHbP1j23uTkxu-2FkT2DXSW-2Bt41-2BmsppqOxrINWFohFXNmET8aEOzXoAU9FYLhTv7BbODr4B2cKziJCJxnRI0h43f7QVG0MPl47vpO-2BQwSKjKgPzHJHge4OaVWggkya41k5K9JceflSXBtdMVPe9zIkdF4zQgMMMPN4udSc936gEEM9JdO7bAEkE7Cx-2BzS9zrigI24oqECwJta-2Fe5Kb5DSCv8D3h-2Borv0raPQYoyUdkqCOKQi6TGsTR-2BPB63vVFfOQd50QJAx8NxLgiMu9oO-2BTkCcwHbqQge8CZzvY-2FpcNcNJ-2FahD4I1EI6MhKU6cNK5yoFCgT5N9yfaZdE3PPGJbR2QHmG-2B9ZxajlsGTCFtjJqIzM-2BbFN-2FmZTwJb8DKXmqYIwPwdMxqJhNUN8mc4xt22gzcn-2BojVGErhNGVEWVoLCK9MiYZGd1HOyQC-2BE99z-2BYZiRqpS59ktCCkxgfQhen-2BnI8euBJZ1coLr88RG9LadtbAPGc-2Fp9LcRo9zGugFPR-2BD8IWfFOtqQeyK6Bmtepia9Ibn0OyEFAaP9o8dKzb3xL3b0kgOm5QwMLFwCksRvJ4M094hRl5FV-2FIOpP7Gu4km5GmAVhwCz0mNPY-2FLi5bd0v9LfsW5-2BMuomt8R7LLomI8atVmKvdBwuMWrM93MKdGdg3tAAK-2BrxoTM-2Fy9XF1y8qsnDJMQwGhOfb9tyyyaZDcwewWtAP1yrp5iSGxrTt1nDicxWIl0bz-2FeArkyc4Z-2Bm7a2x8lw5x1pHQcaGOquUq0eacJgY0Bc4ugbcdjKDmv615IFXvk8PrdWhISTYlaP9X2zfMJl6tmgr4mEUqdCMRFFxdIXbLEkrMiMeJqhJjn8XD8FiIjJmVMWSWzWVdcfSjyJZBZOE7D-2FmdAvOjyfBwCrTPGJfPi1ClviNK4Fxr06VBaA9h3STgxzTK5QK2htu0Qk0whMu5J4nAlxujVNujOzlbcPZZeKaHwPC-2Fl5KySHrqFY233e2KoMG9OAp7HweVmF35bK-2Bb1KTqJ-2FGdWe4nY6v-2ByjGuaFIVheNqk-2FO2mqPCgeTU97ZQ5qKnDM4HwxvapGMEB9DPbAPTx-2FAB61M1vDWHXqqqo4uxxG00-2BWL3Z-2FCcJHGX1Iq7Fhw6jlXreylD-2Bw79Xsh4FtRzicAdCmMnD95rqT-2BI5bk-2FKmG2NQSqiLwch83F0U-2FIU7YXn43R54hXqlls3pxhxOflDOrJBeNTSB4ACUYMYYaYuhing-2Bm4WHoNnj0OTMa54NCT95WczH9D-2FoXWVTXatcVCzt4c54pz8527MAMEgBZx-2BlZK6FUZG2Jv3Cns0DNZUKuRNv5-2FYw9PRZdMX-2FejW9yTNvYF19X6bemnzwTyHxNwpLhH92Xb1cWse7-2B7bI-2FHLR6vw6LIFA7JJxVHiSQ5H481rDFb9iHnudDs0IL8JBC-2B5uTHeK-2BBsDr-2F6hD5-2BQGE-3DbLS9_VdzTht8YAi698vJgaNLalLTXzgbymE0MQe0EPytzlMKlXRyQPlCtjgX2So6MxAxtK-2F2SVkoxwd9PxiPbuDTFIQ4dpWea9cypFLSm3cdELJmlfv7TOpDmyw-2FT-2BMCFlnaVuCyfPs00vketN5vgBKBb0hYbYHaFFmvG7ANF2bpDUTwucbzvlFrZzR2SH-2FGPIlzTjVj13v-2FcszKNBRwNJeSP7SPdE1JvlN5Gj-2FRK30IVx4h4U8cipGYvQcnsuLzPQH8vKnj-2FaG11vGZKsVGQvCPx6XTnifxm4HTrYEcpVyJaokf


  
You're receiving this email because you are a registered participant on Talking Power.  

Powered by EngagementHQ 
Unsubscribe  

 

  

     

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__emails.engagementhq.com_ls_click-3Fupn-3DLy4LMpFOFkQHsPvHv6lGIGWetLV0tEUIKJurp6VjEkvgAC3BxYq3noThMTvm-2D2BLfwEH1KPyLhxVTrn4naFnU9gtq799wfC9BjsFXkNxWkaf6XmeLf2wDDBY2tH8D6z5of2nCMv-2D2F62TuTZEtICOT0N-2D2Fg-2D3D-2D3DIHpD-5FVdzTht8YAi698vJgaNLalLTXzgbymE0MQe0EPytzlMKlXRyQPlCtjgX2So6MxAxtK-2D2F2SVkoxwd9PxiPbuDTFIdkFtgzlPMF5s2jdBRgnzZlWsw-2D2FSY0JV1kBmcHoc1UCzrX-2D2Fn3IyPWs-2D2BTa34WaqAFaBvGLBqXvVr6jZSn4sUuEcrGqV1qWNo1kUHI4arZzHbwfVTqYrsJZsN541I5lcQ1QAE-2D2F2SF70bo7RfNEV5DwMlMLqU8anBRM5syaDKZBKTXBwIACmrpBlPSCZZuGC9TMhGj7hiauf73O1erfBPjJDfRX3-2D2BmPv5ggly7GO-2D2FP1WRzP&d=DwMFaQ&c=t5orwco8fOQDtHiseQvoFbclxkpRnkTydeMH1C7v8Dw&r=AzN7mv7xZO1TeecBpFrhKJzM-qq2FMKwG5oFtCZ8kLMhlbT0pZac1E_9fDWDX7Ls&m=Uk__pOoGcZEQlLee0DkkpWKmOKi74KS-yw5O_Jv3w9s&s=wI9KeFc2pVaoXUjVFMBeeUJ11GGftRF10XvaJnfk8R8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__emails.engagementhq.com_ls_click-3Fupn-3D9vcdD193qA8wVAWAMcxkDU8WX8iZc9aWetVDiYrcQtddghwxZlT2VCQhCaQJuvwO7A0DWpEooMl1L3rVDBLdDSBYQ1fsRsWgmL2dA1fX0GWACYHV2uFZ9VrQDPQi-2D2F7JRTfI4xPRdELhOTGhaOt73nluIpaYqI3QDO0ErxSxBLUrYkmfOwNxsFdGlRVfGnECvWPz1-5FVdzTht8YAi698vJgaNLalLTXzgbymE0MQe0EPytzlMKlXRyQPlCtjgX2So6MxAxtK-2D2F2SVkoxwd9PxiPbuDTFIascoVhI5Gxv9DwzYC7PS344CiOh1104Qc1BgWWRXlY1uRGvANsbkwk6dK6xhDPAmlIo1LTWExCXDyFoepl5mg6YiUWXcpBvcN-2D2BIXNURJuTWJknSkHRJP1XmrQWntnX2fs0ysJ04tg19KeJZEA0ennulhPpkzpdsgZjzSjXeETvVMU1NdbCCpa0F-2D2B6vntxj3eGngI1WlNBZnRf-2D2Bx0Om29UmQIrE-2D2B2nUeqrJsc-2D2FJBGJ7H&d=DwMFaQ&c=t5orwco8fOQDtHiseQvoFbclxkpRnkTydeMH1C7v8Dw&r=AzN7mv7xZO1TeecBpFrhKJzM-qq2FMKwG5oFtCZ8kLMhlbT0pZac1E_9fDWDX7Ls&m=Uk__pOoGcZEQlLee0DkkpWKmOKi74KS-yw5O_Jv3w9s&s=zGCJXq7nnzv4ehhDralExHqBz3X5f1ISkBE3slzX2bA&e=

